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My, Edwin iyle Fisher

Dear Mr, Fisher:

Slace you have recently retired at the eand of 2 distinguishec
Goverament caresr, it is appropriate that we express to yeu our
apprecistion of the guidance, understanding, and support you gave
to this Agency throughout its growing years.

Bafors the Agency was recognised by statute, it was oniy
through techniques worked out with you that the Ceatral intelligence
Group was able effectively to lay the foundations for the fature
Agency. Unes formally established, the Agency was facead with
a roquirement for the authorities ascessary to carry out its
fuactions. Again your uaderstandiag of cur responsibilities aad
the probiem ﬁmﬂcrhkhgﬁtminmcddmmmamrw
influence in the passage of the Central intelligence Agenecy Act of
1949. Thiw act is now tine tested, and ocur experiance bas shown
that the wide authoritios granted to this Agency are sesential to
its abllity to perform effectively.

Many other times you have econsidersd cur problems, some
of them perhaps unique ia Government, and always we found your
counsel constructive. it was therefore with great regret that we
saw you leave the Government, but we extend eur bast wishes for a
long career in the comparatively simple life of private industry.
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE DIRECTOR

Mr. Fisher is lunching with us on
Thursday and Colonel White suggested it might
be appropriate for you to give him a letter of
appreciation. A suggested letter is attached.
You may either want to read it to him or just
hand it to him at lunch.

SIGNER

LAWRENCE R. HOUSTON
General Counsel

14 October 1958
(DATE)

FORM NO. WEPLACES FORM 10- 101
PG 54 1O wwicn mav ee useo. (47
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9 0CT 1958

MAIMORANDUM FOR: ldrector of Cantral iatelligeace

SUBJILCT: t. iLyle Fisher

1. 1 have iavited adr. &, Lylo Fisher for lunch on Thursday,
16 October, 1 p.m. Mr. Fisher was Gesneral Counsel to the Coaptraile:
General from the last days of 388 and all through the buginnings and
growth of the Ageacy. tic retired laet summer after A severs hoart
Attack. ¢ is now ropresenting the Glenn J.. Margin Lompany is
Washington in connection with their Goverament contracts.

Z. Mr. Fisher was & firm friond of the Aguncy throughout 4is
tenure with the Comptroller General, and all ousr major dealings witk
that office wers through him. His support was a strong iafluemc. ia
obtaicing our statutory authorities. If he had epposed eur confidentia:
fuads authority we might weil not have besa given it as the Atomic
Emuergy Commission waes refused such authorily om the ppyositios of
the Compiroller General. Howsver, Mr. Fisher enpbasined our
unique rolec aad the world sitestion which s de it se importaat and
obtained the Conptroller General's approval of granting such autherity
to CIA.

3. Mr. Fisher Arranged for the special audit systemn for thase
Ageucy axpenditures reviewad by the Geaerai Accounting Uffice to
thal the audit is coaducted within oar walle by specified, cleared

Juditors. Thess fuads mre. [ | STATINTL
["akiniained almost oz a current

me an invaleable aid in the eveat of oxceplions. hir., ~auadirs

and I kept him bricfed on ali major fiacal davalopments of the Agency
and on our philssaphy in the handling of cur funds sathoritivs. i
resiprocated by assuring us that so long as he was there and folt
these policies wers being followed, the Comptroller Ceneral wauld
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not Susk or isitiate any investigation iato the Agency's handliag of
fands,

4. imr dealings were mostly informai sad few safficial opizions
reasylted. He was forced to rule Againet s when & pay raise was made
retroactive but we ware aat givea the retroactive authority specificaily.
I bave no quarral with his law oa this Paint. On the other bané, ne
approved cur purchase of alr-conditioning eguipmaent for the temmparary
buildings without specific Suthority in the fage of & satutory arohibutica,
Un this his law wase probably wreag and he certainly took & coasiderabls
chance to help us with this prodlem. This, howsver, was typicai of 2=
sormal common sense bandling of the matters we toek up with him, |
feel we owe him 8 comsiderable dabt for his suppeort asd the maabkar in
which it was given,

SIGNED
LAWERELNCE R, HOUBTONR
Distribution CGoemezal Counaal

Orig-Addressece
ce..  DDC

DR/s

ADD/S

Comptroller

Chief, Audit Seaff

/&giahtiva Counsel
Genszral Counsel
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GUEST LIST - LUNCHEON FOR £. LYLE FISHER - 16 CCTOBLR 1958

Ths Directer

The Deputy Directer

Luputy Tirector (Fupgport)
Assistact Deputy Direster {(Sspport)
Compireiler

cm&. Audit Satf

Legisiative Couasel

Cenaral Consel
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MEMORANDUM FOR: +THE DIRECTOR

1 have invited Lyle Fisher, former
General Counsel to the Comptroller General,
" for luach on Thursday, 16 October. I hope
you can joim us as he was a firm and powerful
friend through our growing years. The
attached memorandum iadicates his sapport
more specifically.

SIGNED
LAWRENCE R. HOUSTON
General Counsel

9 QCT 1958
(DATE)

FORM NO. | 0|  REPLACES FORM 10- 101
1 AUG 54 WHICH MAY BE USED. (47)
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